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and passed down the business from generation to
generation, but Brea Electric, which now services all
of Orange County and even parts of Riverside, LA and San
Diego Counties is the oldest family owned business still in Brea.
“"We get calls all the time from people who say that my
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and the crew
grandfather Frank wired their house back in the 30s or 40s,”

says Brea Electric’s third generation owner / operator Richard
Holly. “It's great to see that we’ve still maintained such great
relationships through all those years.”

Richard’s grandfather, Frank Holly and his mother, moved
to Brea back in the early 1920s with little more than the dream of a better life. They spent their
first year in Brea basically homeless, living in a fent on what is now the corner of Lambert and

e Br€0 Blvd. Eventually Frank landed a job with a very young
: Brea Electric company in 1928 which he eventually bought in
1932. Oil was booming and Frank made the decision to expand
his small residential electric company to work on powering up
the oil rigs that dominated the landscape. "My grandfather
was truly a self made man,” says Richard. “He came from
nothing and developed a thriving business.” Frank was one
of those rare people who had a good head for business and
genuinely liked people. "He saw everyone as a friend and a
neighbor and | think that rubbed off on both my dad and me.”

In the 1930s Brea Electric serviced homes, businesses,
industry and everything in between. This is still the case today. —
Brea Electric is unusual in that their specialty has become the i \ A MTRT P A g ey
communities they service as opposed to any specific type of
electrical work. “We upgrade, remodel and sfill do any and all
electrical work,"” says Richard, “just like we have for decades. We
wire homes, offices, apartment buildings, grocery stores, auto
dealers, repair shops, and even golf courses. It's still exciting for
me fo drive by a building or home and think, ‘we did that’.”

As the third Holly to own Brea Electric, Richard grew up
in the electric business. He learned it and embraced it from
the very beginning. “I never had a problem going into the




